
 
 
 
 

WATERFORD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
NOVEMBER 18, 2015 REGULAR MEETING 
LOUISE T. APPLEBY CONFERENCE ROOM 

6.30 PM 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman -  Richard LaCombe, Peter Karpinski, Ivan Kuvalanka,  
MEMBERS ABSENT:    Sheri Cote 
STAFF PRESENT:         Abby Piersall, AICP, Planning Director 
        Mark Wujtewicz, Planner 
OTHERS PRESENT:      Ryan Riebschlager 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES 

A quorum was established and R. LaCombe called the meeting to order at 
6:30PM. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES, OCTOBER 21ST,  2015 

MOTION: Motion made by P. Karpinski, seconded by I. Kuvalanka to approve the 
minutes of the October 21, 2015 meeting with the following corrections: 
Spelling of P. Karpoinski changed to P. Karpinski, spelling of S. Cotes 
changed to S. Cote 

VOTE:  3-0 

3. COMMISSION PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES 

Economic Development and Policy Advancement 

 Mago Point, Downtown Destination & Jordan Village Study 

A. Piersall summarized the project status for Mago Point. She stated that the 

draft regulations are being finalized and that Design Guidelines are also being 

worked on. The work on documentation relative to the permitting for the 

proposed fishing pier and other public improvements is being assembled for 

submission to appropriate permitting agencies. 

 Development of a Commercial and Industry Property Data Base  

M. Wujtewicz informed the Commission that the database has been linked to 

the Town Map and properties within the database have been identified on the 

map. The next step should be the Commission identifying the data that they 

would like to have represented in the database. 

 Development and Implementation of New Business Concepts 

R. LaCombe distributed a letter in draft form that he had generated to be sent 

to the Corporate Entity for Cracker Barrel Restaurants notifying them of an 

available parcel and pad located at 167 Waterford Parkway South. He asked 

that the members of the Commission review the letter and inform him of any 

modifications or additions they would like to make to the letter prior to sending. 

 

R. LaCombe informed the Commission that he has set up a meeting with 

Steve Mackenzie, Director of SeCTer to discuss the concept of an incubator 

market place in the vacant portion of the former Big Y property. The meeting 



will be at the Town Hall Planning and Development Office. The day and time 

of the meeting is being finalized.  

 Waterford Oldest Business 

P. Karpinski gave a brief history of the Recognition program for Waterford’s 

Oldest Business. He stated that the phrase Waterford’s Oldest Business 

should be considered to be changed to something that is more representative 

of what the award recognizes. Suggesting that the new phrase recognize a 

business civic involvement within the Waterford community in addition to the 

number of years it has been doing business in the Town. The commissioners 

agreed to review the need for a name change due to the confusion generated 

with the existing title of “Waterford Oldest Business”.  Commissioners will 

bring recommendations to discuss at the next meeting.  

P. Karpinski offered to nominate Secchiaroli Farm on Miner Lane for the next 

recipient of the award.  

MOTION: Motion made by R. LaCombe, seconded by I. Kuvalanka to 

nominate Secchiaroli Farm for the next recipient of the award to be 

presented at the upcoming State of Waterford meeting. 

VOTE:  3-0 

Infrastructure 

 Review of Utility Commission Activity 

R. Lacombe informed the Commission that he had spoken to R. Schacht 

concerning the Commissions interest in the water supply at Miller’s Pond for 

economic development purposes. He stated that R. Schacht agreed with the 

WEDC position on the potential of the proposed water supply impact on future 

economic development and growth for the Town. He stated that R. Schacht 

recently had a meeting with US Representative Joe Courtney and State 

Representative Kathleen McCarty to discuss possible Federal and State 

funding to purchase Miller’s Pond. The WEDC agrees with seeking funding to 

secure Miller’s Pond as a future water source, but it’s position is that the 

Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority (SCWA) has the responsibility and 

authority by the Connecticut General Assembly Special (Act 381), to negotiate 

with the owners to develop Miller’s Pond as a regional public water source. 

The Commission is working on these issues, recognizing the purchase option 

on Miller’s Pond expires on November 21. 

Business / Government Relations & Operations 

 Commercial Properties Database (GIS and CERC Interface) 

This item was discussed earlier in the meeting.   

 Promotional Package 

P. Karpinski discussed information to be included within the promotional 

package. He distributed copies of the “Waterford Connecticut: Southeastern 

Connecticut’s Quiet Giant” informational brochure. It was noted that the 

brochure needed to be updated with current information. If a digital copy of the 

brochure is available it will be forwarded to members of the Commission in 

order to perform edits to the information. 

R. LaCombe informed the Commission that they are in need of new pens. 

 



Resource Organization Affiliations & Personnel 

 WEDC Membership and Part Time Paid Consultant 

Nothing new to report 

 Waterford Division CoC of Eastern Ct 

Nothing new to report.  

 CEDAS, CERC and SeCTer Membership 

Nothing new to report.  

 

4. TOWN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AND  PERMITTING STATUS 
M. Wujtewicz reviewed the development project status report with the 
Commission. 

 
5. PAYMENT OF BILLS – None. 

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE – None. 

7.         OTHER BUSINESS 

Review of the Fiscal Year 2016/2017 Budget 

A. Piersall reviewed the proposed budget with the Commission. It was noted that 

annual membership to CERC should be included.  A. Piersall will determine if 

dues are required for active membership that will be associated with the 

functioning Industrial and Commercial property database. 

R. LaCombe suggested that the reimbursable expenses line item be increased 

from $150.00 to $300.00 for meetings and travel to support project that are being 

worked on.  A. Piersall stated that an increase request should be backed up by 

data warranting the increase.  The information regarding the increase will be 

added to the final budget. 

MOTION: Motion made by R. LaCombe, seconded by P. Karpinski to accept an 
amended budget as discussed  

VOTE:  3-0 

8.         ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION: Motion made by P. Karpinski, seconded by I. Kuvalanka to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:25 PM.     

VOTE:  3-0 

 


