
WATERFORD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

March 18, 2015  Regular Meeting 

LOUISE T. APPLEBY CONFERENCE ROOM 

6:30 PM 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    Chairman Rodney Pinkham, Peter Karpinski, Richard LaCombe, 
Ivan Kuvalanka 

MEMBERS ABSENT:      None 

STAFF PRESENT:           None 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES 

A quorum was established and Chairman Pinkham called the meeting to order at 
6:30 PM.  The Commission welcomed newly appointed full-time member Ivan 
Kuvalanka 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION: By Karpinski second by LaCombe to approve meeting minutes from the 
April 16, 2014 Regular Meeting 

VOTE: Unanimous 

 

MOTION: By LaCombe second by Karpinski to approve meeting minutes from the 
January 21, 2015 Regular Meeting 

VOTE: Unanimous 

 
   

3. COMMISSION PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES 

- Economic Development and Policy Advancement 

 Downtown Destination & Jordan Village Study 

The history of this project was discussed.  Rich LaCombe reported on a meeting that 

he had recently attended with the New London County Food Policy Council 

(NCLFPC).  The NCLFPC is conducting a “food hub feasibility study” aimed at 

connecting local organic farmers to regional schools, local stores, farmer’s markets, 

etc. through a regional distribution center.  The NCLFPC has access to grant and loan 

programs.  Mr. LaCombe is investigating whether there might be interest in the former 

“Big Y” property for the distribution center / farmer’s market – consistent with past 

discussions about potential uses for the property. 

 Energy (C-PACE) 

The history of this project was discussed.  Chairman Pinkham agreed to forward 

details to new member Mr. Kuvalanka. 

 Impact of Taxes 

The history of this project was discussed.  Chairman Pinkham offered to help with this 

even after he leaves the Commission in March. 



 

- Infrastructure 

 Microgrid 

The history of this project was discussed. Chairman Pinkham agreed to forward 

details to new member Mr. Kuvalanka.  

 Review of Utility Commission Activity 

Chairman Pinkham reviewed the Waterford Utility Commission agenda for their March 

17th Regular Meeting and shared pertinent discussions. 

WRT the consideration of the Town buying Miller’s Pond, Mr. Lacombe inquired as to 

projections of future commercial water uses and if there was enough supply without 

Miller’s Pond.  After some discussion, Chairman Pinkham agreed to approach the 

WUC and get a statement regarding the assumptions for future commercial water 

use. 

 Transportation 

The history of transportation projects was discussed. 

 

- Business / Government Relations & Operations 

 Commercial Properties Database (GIS Interface) 

The potential benefits of tying a commercial database to GIS was discussed, and 

generally agreed that this project should get a higher priority with the Town.  Mr. 

LaCombe is taking the lead on obtaining a grant for a part time Economic 

Development Coordinator for Waterford – this could provide a resource to further this 

project. 

 Honoring Waterford’s Oldest Businesses 

 State of Waterford Meeting  

The annual State of Waterford meeting, sponsored by the CoCECT, will be held 

Tuesday March 31st in the Town Hall auditorium from 7:45 – 9:00AM. 

On behalf of the EDC, Mr. LaCombe will present a certificate and an engraved plaque 

to “Park Roway” as one of Waterford’s oldest businesses.  

 Budget Proceedings (BOS, BOF, RTM) 

EDC budget has passed through BOS and BOF as proposed.  The budget is up for 

final approval by the RTM in early May. 

 Promotional Package 

Peter Karpinski will organize getting some promotional packages together for the 

State of Waterford meeting. 

MOTION: By Karpinski seconded by LaCombe to spend up to the remaining 
promotional budget for additional promotional bag content. 

VOTE: Unanimous 

 

- Resource Organizations & Personnel 

 Waterford Division CoC of Eastern Ct 

 WEDC Membership 

The Commission welcomed newly appointed full-time member Ivan 

Kuvalanka. 



Chairman Pinkham will be leaving in March. 

 
4. DEVELOPMENT PROJECT STATUS  

The development project status report was reviewed and discussed by the Commission. 

 
5. PAYMENT OF BILLS – None. 

 
6.       CORRESPONDENCE – None.  

7.         OTHER BUSINES 

8.         ADJOURNMENT  

MOTION: Motion made by R. LaCombe, seconded by P. Karpinski to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:05PM 

VOTE: Unanimous 

 


