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Town of Waterford Shellfish Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 7, 2015 – 7:00 p.m.
Waterford Town Hall

1.	Call to Order

Chairman Lawson called the regular meeting of the Waterford Shellfish Commission to order at 7:00 p.m. after establishing a quorum.

2.	Pledge of Allegiance

3.	Welcome Members and Guests

4.	Roll Call 

Present were Commissioners Lawson, Meehan, Francolino, Miller, Corriveau and Facchini.  Absent were Commissioners LeBelle and Thompson. 

5.	Approval of the June 2, 2015 regular Meeting Minutes

Motion made by Commissioner Facchini, seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve the June 2, 2015 meeting minutes as reviewed and submitted.  Discussion, none, voice vote, 6-0, all in favor, motion carried.

6.	Public Input

There was no one present from the public to address the Commission. 

7.	Correspondence

Chairman Lawson reviewed various meeting minutes, agendas, emails and correspondences sent to the Shellfish Commission over the past month.  He discussed an email from Richard Chmiel stating it looks like another Fourth of July weekend will come and go without open clamming. The email states he spoke with Dave Lamoureux and that the areas are in a seven day rain closure, starting June 28th at 10:00 AM. As such, the best case scenario would be a reopening on Sunday July 5th at 10:00AM. The problem that arises is the sampling. Due to the holiday, the lab will be closed Friday. Dave indicated that the only day that we could bring samples (timing, etc.) is Wednesday. The issue with that is the timing of the tide. We'd have to go out right at midnight to get the samples there Wednesday morning. The afternoon tide is too late (10:25 AM). With that, the best case scenario would be personally delivering them to the lab around 3:30 or 4:30 PM, which doesn't allow for processing as they close at 5:00 PM. Chairman Lawson stated the samples were not taken until Monday, July 6th and he hopes to have the recreational shellfishing areas opened by this upcoming weekend.  He indicated it is a financial hardship to the Shellfish Commission when the areas are closed on holiday weekends resulting in loss of revenue from permit sales.  
Commissioner Meehan distributed copies of the Wrack Lines and a booklet titled “Salt Marsh Plants of Long Island Sound” to the Commission members.
8.	Treasurer’s Report

Commissioner Francolino reviewed the Treasurer’s Report with the Commission with the data he received from the Waterford Finance Department through May 31, 2015.  He discussed the revenues, expenditures and bills submitted throughout the month for payment, including a bill from the Warden for hours in the amount of one hundred twenty five dollars and another in the amount of two hundred and twelve dollars and fifty cents. 

Motion made by Commissioner Corriveau, seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve the Treasurer’s Report as reviewed.  Discussion, none, voice vote, 6-0, all in favor, motion carried.  

9.	Monthly Monitoring and Sampling Report 

Chairman Lawson indicated the recreational shell fishing areas are currently closed pending the return of satisfactory samples.  He stated the samples were taken to the lab on Monday and the areas could potentially be re-opened by this weekend.  

10.	New Business 

Commissioner Facchini discussed the need for the Warden to patrol the recreational shell fishing areas to ensure those that are harvesting clams have permits.  Chairman Lawson stated the Wardens have had a hard time accessing the areas by boat but have been parking at Reed Avenue and walking in to check for permits from those harvesting clams in the front of the Riverside Grocery and have also utilized the private beach area to walk in to check on those harvesting in Jordan Cove.  He indicated they have been diligent in checking for permits and most people who are taking advantage of the great weather for shell fishing have permits.  Those that do not are forced to leave the area without the clams they have already dug up and are encouraged to purchase a permit for future use.

Chairman Lawson stated that Commissioner Thompson has moved to the Town of East Lyme and therefore is no longer eligible to serve on the Waterford Shellfish Commission.  He will send him an email asking for his resignation and contact the First Selectman’s office to look for a replacement for his term once his resignation letter has been accepted.  

11.	Old Business

	a.	Update/discussion regarding re-stock/permit sales.

Chairman Lawson stated he was disappointed there were no permit sales over the Fourth of July holiday due to the closure of the areas after rain fall in excess of two inches.  He stated the tides did not work in his favor for ordering and restock of the recreational areas in the month of June but it hopeful for restock on July 18th with the cooperation of the weather and volunteers from the Commission.  He indicated the high tide is at 12:36 p.m. and he hopes to have a delivery of eighty bags of certified hard shell clams to restock the recreational shell fishing areas.  Several of the Commission members volunteered their time and boats to help distribute the clams.  Chairman Lawson stated he will keep everyone updated with the progress and coordinate exact times for distribution when the date gets closer.  
	
Chairman Lawson stated he has collected the Waterford Shellfish Commission permits sold through June 30th from the Town Clerk’s office but has been unable to get the permits from Riverside Grocery.  He stated the owner of the market is experiencing personal medical issues but he is sure she will contact him once she has time to calculate the totals and submit them to the Commission.  

12.	Adjournment

Motion made by Commissioner Meehan, seconded by Commissioner Francolino to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m., discussion, none, voice vote, 6-0, all in favor, motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted by:


Audrey Ulmer, Recording Secretary for the Town of Waterford Shellfish Commission.

